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ÅA political collaboration between the regions 

Østfold and Västra Götaland. We create 

opportunities for growth and sustainable 

development in the border region. 

ÅMembers of the Svinesund Committee are 

municipalities and regions/counties.

ÅThe Svinesund Committee works on behalf of the 

members and the Nordic Council of Ministers.

ÅOne of our focus areas is green growth.

The Svinesund Committee



Our starting point is the 
entrepreneurs' experiences 





11 articles 
published: 
Sweden, 
Norway, 
Denmark
and 
Finland.











ÅTheme: Increased economic integration 
between Norway and Sweden.

ÅNorway's and Sweden's ministers for Nordic 
cooperation Anne Beathe Tvinnereim and 
Jessika Roswall.

ÅRepresentatives from the Freedom of 
Movement Council, Norwegian-Swedish 
Chamber of Commerce and other actors.

ÅChallenges with a common labor market 
across borders and differences in building 
regulations within the Nordics.

High-level  political  
discussions  



Almedalen h 2024

Common building regulations in the Nordics can be realised -

It is up to the ministers to decide!



Parliamentary  contacts  in 2025 

ÅMeeting with the parliamentary parties in Riksdagen hthe housing policy 
spokespersons. 

ÅNext: Dialogue with the political parties in Stortinget.

Foto: Melker Dahlstrand/Sveriges riksdag





Common Nordic building regulations тvision and reality
Dr. Kjell Nilsson

Nilsson Landscape Inc



Europe's highest 
construction costs

Å Sweden, Norway and Switzerland

Å Negative productivity                            

Å Due to the regulation of the rental 
market, high material costs and lack of 
competition (Bergman & Nyberg, 2021)

Å How much can you save with common 
building regulations?

30-40 bill. DKK (Lauritzen & 
Oxford Research, 2022)



The devil is in the 
details

Å Same type of planning culture

Å Similar challenges with the climate

Å Equally high ambitions regarding the 
environment, energy saving and 
accessibility

Å ... but in Sweden there must be room 
for a wheelchair in front of the toilet 
seat, in Norway to the side , and in 
Finland the bathrooms must have a 
turning radius of one and a half meters 
(NBO Housing Nordic, n.d.)



The most integrated 
construction 
market in the world

Å љвШƓƖŸůŸƣĲШċШƚƣƖĲŰŊƣőĲŰĲĬШċŰĬШ
integrated construction market in the 
Nordic Region by working to remove 
barriers that limit the opportunities to 
build in other Nordic countries for the 
benefit of citizens, the real estate 
sector and the construction industry. 
Our vision is that we will have a 
coherent market for construction in the 
Nordic Region that ensures better and 
ĦőĲċƓĲƖШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊƚЮњШ

(Meeting of the Ministers of Housing and 
Construction in 2018, reaffirmed at the 
ministerial meeting in Gothenburg on 23 
August 2024)



The question is far 
from new

Å Nordic Committee on Building 
Regulations 1971-1996

Å Nordic cooperation group 2011

DK: fire safety

SE: accessibility

FI: energy + Eurocodes

NO: moisture + measurements 
of ceiling height, doors, 
windows, etc.

IS: noice



Noise as a concrete 
example 

Å Guidelines for Building Regulations 
Concerning Sound Precautions 
(Working group under NKB, 1978)

Å More or less identical rules in 1980

Å In the early 1990s, the rules were no 
longer the same, so a new working 
group was appointed in 1993 that 
proposed a common standard for 
classifying noise in homes тwhich 
Sweden voted against.

Å Norway, Denmark, Iceland and Finland 
have adopted the common rules, while 
Sweden has a different but similar 
standard



Political pressure 
necessary

Å Steering group for harmonisation 
established in 2019 by the Ministers of 
Housing and Construction

Å Habits and tradition are the biggest 
obstacles

Å Start with new regulations, e.g. LCA?

Å Binding agreements at ministerial level

Å A parallel process that covers the entire 
regulatory framework



A concrete 
action plan

Å Working groups with government 
officials and national 
experts/researchers + an economist

1. Accessibility, universal design

2. Eurocodes, dimensions, CRT

3. Energy, CO2 emissions, LCA

4. Fire protection, safety

5. Hygiene, health (light, noice, radon)

Å Reference group 

Å Åland as a bridge-builder



Conditions are better 
than they have been 
in a long time!

ÅMovement towards less detailed building 
regulations
ÅDigitalization of the construction process 
requires machine-readable requirements, 
which in turn requires clear and unambiguous 
terminology which is the basis for 
harmonisation
ÅGreen transition "... it is not the environmental 
requirements themselves that create problems 
ŉŸƖШƣƖċĬĲЯШĤƨƣШƣőĲШƻċƖǃŔŰŊШƖĲŊƨũċƣŔŸŰƚњШы ċƣŔŸŰċũШ
Board of Trade Sweden, 2024) 
ÅThe geopolitical situation; major investments in 
the construction sector due to NATO
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