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Border regions matter

In: Berzi et al (2025) JRC: https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC144128

Differences GDP% vs others, implying lower productivity in border regions



Border obstacles reducing natural markets

in: SWD(2017)307

Affecting several economic agents: 

Individual customers: access to a reduced 

number of suppliers, thus less competition.

SME: Cost of overcoming obstacles [if]  

(eg dealing with double standards) only 

viable from a certain dimension.  

Local/regional: Unused scale economies 

from sharing public services.

Employers and employees: reduced labour 

opportunities. 
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Economic loss from incompatible legal frameworks 
"Border Effect“ = Unmet potential development
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20% obstacles

= 3% GVA 

=123 Billion €



EC supporting solutions
to overvcome
cross-border legal obstacles



BRIDGEforEU (Border Regions’ Instrument for Development and Growth)

framework to facilitate identifying and resolving
cross-border obstacles

7

Three major tools available 

INTERREG - funding as trigger of cooperation

EGTC (European Groupings for Territorial Cooperation)

legal personality for cross-border structures

Piloting and cases pool 



• establishes a framework to facilitate 
identifying and resolving cross-border obstacles

• applies to cross-border obstacles
in land or maritime border regions

• defines procedures for CBCPs
to assess obstacles

• outlines the coordination activities of the EC 

The BRIDGEforEU Regulation

REGULATION (EU) 2025/925 OF 

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

AND OF THE COUNCIL

of 7 May 2025

on a Border Regions’ 

instrument for development 

and growth (BRIDGEforEU)

• cross-border obstacles are legislative or 
administrative provisions or practices 
that affect a cross-border interaction

• MS may establish one or more cross-border 
coordination points (CBCPs) 



Cornerstone: MS may setup
Cross-Border Coordination Point(s) 

• national or regional level?

• for all or some of its border regions?

• jointly with another Member State?

• part of an existing entity/body or

establish a separate entity/body?

• acts in its own name or

communicates on behalf of the 

Competent Authority (CA)?

Establishment of a

Cross-Border 

Coordination Point 

(CBCP)

YES

Appointment 

of the Relevant 

Authority 

(RA)

NO

Does the 

Member State plan 

to establish a CBCP?

CBCP = Cross-Border Coordination Point

CA = Competent Authority

RA = Relevant Authority



…competences (T+6)

…submitted information (T+3)

…cross-border obstacle (T+6)

…possible solutions (T+6)

Submission
of the cross-
border file

Having a CBCP, 
Reg sets a procedure 

Is the information 
adequate?

Is the 
completion 
sufficient?

Closure
of the file

NO

Application of an 
existing international 

agreement

Application of an 
existing national 

procedure

Setting up
an ad hoc 

mechanism

Application of the 
cross-border 

facilitation tool

Not to 
resolve the 

obstacle

Modification of an 
administrative regulation

or practice

Amendment of 
legal provisions

Completion
of the cross-
border file

NO

Is it an existing cross-
border obstacle?

YES

YES

Does the cross-border
obstacle fall under the 
competence of the

contacted MS?

YES

Closure
of the file

NO

How does the CBCP/CA
plan to address the cross-

border obstacle?

YES

Does the other MS’s 
CBCP or RA agree to 
take over the cross-

border obstacle?

NO

Closure
of the file

NO

The initial CBCP 
transfers the file, 
the competent MS 

continues the 
process

YES

At certain stages

of the procedure,

the initiator

must be informed!

CBCP = Cross-Border Coordination Point

CA = Competent Authority

RA = Relevant Authority



• Eligibility: CBCP setup or prospective; 

• Acknowledgment letter from Member-State; 

• “a first step” – 1 proposal per MS 

• Deadline 13 Nov 2025 

• https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/border-focal-point-network/news/bridgeforeu-

call-proposals-open

Ongoing call for proposals for the setup of 
cross-border coordination points
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Thank you

© European Union 2025

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are not owned by the EU, permission may need to be 
sought directly from the respective right holders.

More info: 

• Inforegio page Border Focal Point : https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/cooperation/european-
territorial/border-focal-point_en

• Border Focal Point network: https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/border-focal-point-network

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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