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Border regions matter
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Differences GDP% vs others, implying lower productivity in border regions
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In: Berzi et al (2025) JRC: https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC144128



Border obstacles reducing natural markets

Border areas: Non-border areas:
Pattern of "half-circle social and Pattern of “full-circle social and
economic relations” economic relations”

Affecting several economic agents:

Individual customers: access to a reduced
number of suppliers, thus less competition.

SME: Cost of overcoming obstacles [if]
(eg dealing with double standards) only
viable from a certain dimension.

Local/reqgional: Unused scale economies
from sharing public services.

Employers and emplovyees: reduced labour
opportunities. in: SWD(2017)307
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In: Com(2017)534

Economic loss from

Removing only ONE fifth

of all obstacles could lead to:

GDP
+2% in

border regions

A
"

incompatible legal frameworks

"Border Effect” = Unmet potential development
Figure 2 — GVA benefits of removing 20 % of obstacles as a % of total region GVA.
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=123 Billion €

Source: EPRS. The map covers land border regions. Data for Ireland is not available.

In: European Parliament 2023 “Mechanism to resolve legal and administrative
obstacles in a cross-border context European added value assessment”



EC supporting solutions
to overvcome
cross-border legal obstacles



Three major tools available

INTERREG - funding as trigger of cooperation

EGTC
legal personality for cross-border structures

BRIDGEforEU (Border Regions’ Instrument for Development and Growth)
framework to facilitate identifying and resolving
cross-border obstacles

Piloting and cases pool
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The BRIDGEforEU Regulation

establishes a framework to facilitate
identifying and resolving cross-border obstacles

applies to cross-border obstacles
In land or maritime border regions

defines procedures for CBCPs
to assess obstacles

outlines the coordination activities of the EC

cross-border obstacles are legislative or
administrative provisions or practices
that affect a cross-border interaction

MS may establish one or more cross-border
coordination points (CBCPs)

REGULATION (EU) 2025/925 OF
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
AND OF THE COUNCIL

of 7 May 2025

on a Border Regions’
instrument for development
and growth (BRIDGEforEU)

European
Commission




Cornerstone: MS may setup
Cross-Border Coordination Point(s)

Does the
Member State plan
to establish a CBCP?

« national or regional level?

 for all or some of its border regions?

 jointly with another Member State?

+ part of an existing entity/body or
establish a separate entity/body?

e acts in its own name or
communicates on behalf of the / Establishment of a Appointment
of the Relevant

: ) Cross-Border ;
Competent Authority (CA)" S T T Authority
(CBCP) (RA)

CBCP = Cross-Border Coordination Point
CA = Competent Authority
RA = Relevant Authority




Having a CBCP,
Reg sets a procedure

Submission _
of the cross- At certain stages

border file of the procedure,

the initiator
) S- must be informed!
aN a\\a‘o\

Closure 0
Qf the file 4

Does the cross-border
obstacle fall under the
competence of the

contacted MS?

Does the other MS’s
CBCP or RA agree to
take over the cross-
border obstacle?

(NO |
How does the CBCP/CA Closure 0
plan to address the cross- of the file 2 0
= R —

icati ' \ | : The initial CBCP
Application of .ne ‘ Application of an Application of an Setting up Not to LG

M v : Vol transfers the file,
cross-bor fer existing national existing international an ad hoc resolve the the competent M$
facilitation .»ol \ procedure mechanism obstacle continues the

process

i) Amendment of ) eeiiesitan 6f e Joraer Coordination Point
legal provisions administrative regulation CA = Competent Authority European |
/4 RA = Relevant Authority

or practice




Ongoing call for proposals for the setup of
cross-border coordination points

« Eligibility: CBCP setup or prospective;

« Acknowledgment letter from Member-State;
 “a first step” — 1 proposal per MS

» Deadline 13 Nov 2025

* https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/border-focal-point-network/news/bridgeforeu-
call-proposals-open
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BORDER FOCAL POINT
BUBLICATIONS CATALOGUE

=22

More info:

Inforegio page Border Focal Point : https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/cooperation/european-
territorial/border-focal-point_en

Regional and Urban

Border Focal Point network: https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/border-focal-point-network Polky
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